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Wednesday 3rd March 2021 
 

Full reopening of School 
  

Dear Parents/Carers,   
  

Following the recent Government announcement, we are really looking forward to welcoming all children back to 
our school on Monday 8th March 2021.    
  

During this lockdown we have continued to provide onsite education for critical worker children and for vulnerable 
pupils and implement a range of control measures in school to ensure pupils and staff are safe.   
  

In preparation for the safe return of all pupils, we have reviewed and updated all our safety measures as well as 
making sure specific staff training can be carried out, resulting in a safe and smooth return for all the children.  
  

We understand that some of you may be anxious, but please be reassured that control measures and arrangements 
are in place to reduce any risk to your child and make your child’s return to school happy and enjoyable. We very 
much look forward to being back together and providing your child with the pastoral care, support and a high-
quality education that they deserve.  Thank you for your support and co-operation.  
  

Attendance   
School attendance will be mandatory again from 8th March. This means from that point, the usual rules on school 
attendance will apply, including:  
  

• parents’ duty to ensure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil at    

school, and they are of compulsory school age;   

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence   

• the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authority code of conduct  

  

We would also love to see the full return of all our Nursery pupils so that they all have the opportunity to build up 
their social relationships before starting Reception in September.  
  

Catering   
Our school kitchen will be open and normal legal requirements will apply about provision of food to all pupils who 
want it, including for those eligible for benefits-related free school meals or universal infant free school meals. The 
current voucher scheme will end upon school reopening.  
  

School uniform   
Some of you have already told us that the children have grown in lockdown and you are worried about their uniform. 
 
School uniform (including PE Kit) plays a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of our school and setting an 
appropriate tone. We want our pupils to take pride in their uniform and maintain high standards.  
 

We do recognise the current difficulties in accessing suppliers of uniform as they may still be closed. The larger 
supermarkets stock school shoes and general school uniform items and jumpers can be purchased from the school 
office.  
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Behaviour  
Our key rules are; be polite and caring, show respect and kindness, be open and honest and strive to achieve your 
best. We will re-establish these with everyone when they return.  We have set out the consequences for poor 
choices and deliberately breaking the rules and how we will enforce those rules including any sanctions when 
considering restrictions on movement within school and new hygiene rules. We will work with staff, pupils and 
parents to ensure that behaviour expectations are clearly understood, and consistently supported, taking account 
of individual needs.   
  

It is possible that adverse experiences and/or lack of routines of regular attendance and classroom discipline may 
contribute to disengagement with education upon return to school, resulting in increased incidence of poor 
behaviour. We will work with those pupils who may struggle to reengage in school and are at risk of being 
persistently disruptive, including providing support for overcoming barriers to attendance and behaviour and to 
help them reintegrate back into school life.  
  

Response to infection  
Please do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household are unwell with Covid19 symptoms, 
book a test and inform the school office.  If anyone in your household tests positive, the isolation period is 10 days.  
If you need to report a positive test result outside of normal school hours please email covid@rpa.bfet.uk    
  

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

  

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 

your temperature)  

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, 

or things smell or taste different to normal  

  

Health and Safety Reminders  
Our full risk assessments will be updated as required.  The school staff are continuing to undertake Lateral Flow 
Testing twice a week and will wear face coverings when it is not possible to safely socially distance. We will also 
continue to wear face coverings at drop off and collection times. 
  

We will still have several safe systems in place such as one-way systems, drop off times and pick up points.  Please 
remember social distancing requirements when waiting for your child; we recommend that you don’t arrive too 
early and don’t stay longer than necessary once you have collected your child.  Please note the school day start 
times in the table below. All gates and doors will close at 8:55am.   All adults must wear face coverings when 
dropping off and collecting children. 
  

The entry and exit systems for parents of pupils in Nursery to Y6, will still be in place as they were before. When 
collecting your child, the gate will be opened at 2:55pm to allow you to enter the playgrounds and find a safe space 
to stand. Once you have collected your child/ children please leave via the correct gates. Children who have 
permission to walk home will exit via the same gates that they are used to. 
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Year group  Gate Opens  Start Time  End Time  Entrance  

Nursery 8.45pm  8.45am  3.15pm  Nursery entrance  

Reception  8.45am  8.45am 3.15pm  Playground KS1 (via the 

hall)  

Year 1  8.45am  8.45am 3.15pm  Year 1 Outside space  

Year 2  8.25am  8.35am  3.05pm  Playground KS1  

Year 3  8.45am  8.45am 3.15pm  Playground KS1 

Year 4  8.25am  8.35am  3.05pm  Next to the hall 

Year 5  8.45am  8.45am 3.15pm  Playground KS2  

Year 6  8.25am  8.35am  3.05pm  Playground KS2  

  

Curriculum  
We have continued to provide pupils in school and at home with a broad, balanced and rich education and the 
pupils have responded exceptionally well to the changes. We will continue with this great work as the school opens 
fully. On return to school, teachers will be identifying where each child is up to and identifying any gaps then 
planning the next steps for their learning.  
  

For nursery children’s teachers will focus on the prime areas of learning, including: communication and language, 
personal, social and emotional development (PSED) and physical development. For pupils in Reception, teachers 
will also assess and address gaps in language, early reading and mathematics, particularly ensuring children’s 
acquisition of phonic knowledge and extending their vocabulary. For Nursery and Reception, we have considered 
how all groups of children are given equal opportunities for outdoor learning.    
  

For pupils in key stages 1 and 2, we are prioritising identifying gaps and re-establishing good progress in the 
essentials (phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and mathematics), identifying opportunities across 
the curriculum so they read widely, and developing their knowledge and vocabulary. The curriculum will remain 
broad, so that the majority of pupils are taught a full range of subjects over the year, including sciences, humanities, 
the arts, physical education/sport, religious education and relationships and health education.  
  

Parents evening will be scheduled to take place during the first half of summer term and this is likely to be virtual 
or over the phone, more details will follow closer to the time.  
   

Pupil Wellbeing  
All staff have had training in how to support the mental health and wellbeing of pupils and they will be closely 
monitoring them on their return.  
  

If you feel that your child needs additional support or will struggle with the transition back to school, please contact 
the school to arrange a discussion with their class teacher.  
  

Remote Education  
For those families provided with a laptop and equipment to support with accessing the remote learning from home, 
we will require the return of this equipment on the 8th March.  
  

For those pupils needing to self-isolate, work will be provided them with learning so that they can continue their 
education at home.  
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Should there be a need for the school to close a whole class bubble, we will provide access to Microsoft Teams as  
we have done throughout remote learning. This will take place from the next school day following notification of 
bubble closure.  
  

Breakfast Club 
Our breakfast club will be open fully to all children from Monday 8th March. Breakfast Club will start at 7.45am and 
last entry is 8.20am. 
  

 

 

This period of lockdown has been challenging for all, should you have any questions or concerns please contact the 

school.  Thanks again to the whole Rushbrook Family for the support and understanding you have shown.  
 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 
 
Mr Carroll 
Principal 


