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Mr Carroll’s Monthly Message – 11th February 2021 

Well done, we have together managed 
to brave the wind, the cold, endless 
rain and remote education to get to 
half term! 
 
Much like the staff here you are all 
doubtless looking forward to a well-
deserved half term break from school. 
 
As I always tell our staff, now is the 
time to have a complete break, do 
something you enjoy, put the books 
away for a decent amount of time and 
DO NOT open the laptop… it’s a 
holiday!  
 
My advice to you is to physically put 
those books, any hint of remote 
learning, the timetable, the laptop... 
in a box or bag in a cupboard so you 
can’t see it.  
 
This is the time to give yourself a treat 
and get a rest. Remember the treat is 
not just for the children!  
 
Every small piece of work you have 
done with your child or children during 
this time has supported their 
education, without you this would not 
have been so effective – so take the 
credit and be pleased with yourself. 

 
 

Full Reopening of School 
 

We recently heard that the government 
has set a date of 8th March as the 
earliest day schools will open more 
widely. I realise that this may have 
been a disappointment for many of you 
and at this time, this remains an 
ambition rather than an actuality, but 
it does give us something to work 
towards.  
 
I am sure the staff will join me in 
saying that we can’t wait to have you 
all back in school again. We await 
further guidance on the return of 
children to school and will endeavour 
to keep you informed about how this 
will work.  
 
At this stage we do not know whether 
we will all be back at the same time or 
whether there will be rotas or a 
staggered return. Please rest assured 
that whatever happens, we will work 
with you all to ensure that the children 
continue to have access to learning and 
that their wellbeing is supported in 
whatever ways we can. 
 

Laptops 
 

If your child was given a laptop and 
they have now returned to school, 
please could you bring it back to us so 
that we can re-distribute it which will 
enable another child to access more 
remote learning. 

Parents Evening 
 

Our scheduled parent teacher meetings 
for Spring Term have been postponed 
until school is fully opened. Many 
parents are in regular contact with 
their class teacher, but if you feel that 
you would benefit from a conversation 
with your child’s class teacher you are 
invited to contact them by calling the 
school office to make an appointment 
for a phone conversation. 
 

Keeping in Touch with Parents 
 
I am exploring the idea of holding a 
Live Zoom catch up for parents on a 
fortnightly basis. This could be a forum 
where parents can ask questions about 
the near and not-so-near future, share 
ideas of how best to support home 
learning and gain support from each 
other. It is important that we continue 
in some way to feel connected so, if 
you are interested, look out for more 
information and join in! 
 

Nursery Applications 
 
Please note that we are already taking 
applications for the nursery for 
September 2021. To make an 
application please contact the school 
office or email us on 
admin@rpa.bfet.uk 
 

Reporting Illness/absence 
 

If your child is due to come into school 
but is ill or has a medical appointment, 
please do let the school office know by 
9am if possible. If your child is unable 
to join the online registration / remote 
learning sessions because of illness, 
please do email the school office or let 
the teacher know as we are expected 
to keep a record of this too. 
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‘Be healthy and take care of yourself but be happy 
with the beautiful things that make you, you.’  

-Beyonce 

Mr Owen 
 

Mr Owen has been successful in 
securing a new role and will leave 
us this half term. 
 
We would like to thank Mr Owen 
for all that he has done to support 
our children and we wish him all 
the very best for the future. 
 
We are sure that you will want to 
join us in thanking him for his 
positive contribution over the 
years. 
 

Track and Trace During Half 
Term 

 
Please be aware that the school 
will continue to operate our 
internal track and trace system 
during half term. If your child has 
been accessing provision on-site 
and displays symptoms of COVID-
19, subsequently testing positive, 
you MUST report this to the 
school. You should do this by e-
mailing covid@rpa.bfet.uk This e-
mail address will be checked 
regularly during half term.  
 
Have a great half term holiday 
everyone, school reopens to those 
children already attending on 
Monday 22nd February 2021. 

See you all soon! 

 

 

Bug Club 

Phonics and reading is an area which parents/carers can support at home. This week 

all parents should have received login details for Bug Club. Bug Club provides access to 

a new remote reading scheme and will be used by all pupils both at home and in 

school. Once school re-opens to everyone, we would like to use Bug Club to 

supplement our reading scheme, our class readers and our library books. To enable 

your child to access Bug Club, you will need to activate their account. Please 

contact admin@rpa.bfet.uk or call the school office if you are having technical 

difficulties. 

Using Bug Club will enable us to provide books which are appropriate for your child’s 

ability as well as monitor their progress in reading. The Bug Club Programme also 

provides comprehension activities and individual rewards which we feel will help 

motivate all children, particularly those currently working from home. We look forward 

to receiving your feedback on this new initiative.  
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