
Monday 20rd March 2017 

 

URGENT HELP NEEDED FROM PARENTS  

TO PROTECT SCHOOL FUNDING 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

You may be aware of the government’s plans to introduce a ‘national funding 

formula’ for all schools from 2018-19. This will change how all schools are funded. 

Manchester schools will receive -£55,365,871 less money. 

 

If the proposals go through unchallenged at this stage of consultation then the impact 

on schools in Manchester will include the following:  

• The number of teachers will reduce and class sizes will increase in primary and 

secondary schools. 

• It will be harder to recruit and retain the best teachers. 

• GCSE and A level courses will be cut leaving our students with fewer options.  

• Reductions in support staff will lead to less support for vulnerable children.  

•  Fewer staff means fewer booster and catch up groups for the less able pupils. 

• Clubs, trips, music, sports and residential opportunities will be reduced or fully 

cancelled.  

• Training for teachers and time to plan lessons will be reduced.  

• There will insufficient money to keep textbooks, computers and other classroom 

resources up to date.  

• Standards in schools across all subjects, including English and mathematics, are likely 

to fall. 

These are not possible outcomes, but certain and unavoidable. 

 

Our school will lose £575,336 by 2019 

This is £924 per pupil 

The same as 18 teachers 

 

While the government states that school funding has been protected, it does not 

recognise the massive increase in costs such as National Insurance payments, 

increases in pension contributions, living wage, apprenticeship levy, annual pay 

awards and inflationary pressure on non-staff spending which the National Audit 

Office has projected as an additional 8.7% of costs to schools between this year and 

2019-20. All of these are as a result of government policies which schools have no 

control over and which have not been factored into the schools’ budget.  

The proposed National Funding Formula will also strip £2.5m from the SEN High Needs 

budget which is a loss of 7.8%. This budget supports those pupils with additional needs 

who require an Education Health Care Plan and may result in a reduction of support 

for pupils with existing plans, and will certainly result in it being much harder to 

successfully apply for a plan.  

 

So, what can we do?  

• Heads, councillors and other professional representatives have already been to 

Westminster to meet with ministers and make their case for improved funding for our 

children.  



• Contact your MP (*details below) to let him/her know what impact this will have on 

your own child as they move through the education system, and on our school right 

now. 

• Respond to the schools national funding formula consultation – it is vital that as many 

contributions as possible are made - https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-

unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/ This closes at 5pm on 22nd March 2017 

 • Respond to the High Needs consultation https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-

policy-unit/high-needs-funding-reform-2/. This also closes on the same date.  

• Join Twitter / Facebook and engage with the many groups currently forming to 

challenge the NFF proposals.  

 

The impact of these proposals will not just affect our children now or next year, but for 

years to come as they move through their primary and secondary education. It is vital 

that we give a loud, clear message to the decision makers and those who are elected 

to represent our views in government that this formula is unacceptable and unfit for 

purpose. Please help us to continue providing a high quality education and the very 

best possible opportunities for all our children by raising your voices and joining the 

protest.  

 

The Learning Resource Centre in school will be available for parents/ carers to access 

the above links and respond to the consultations on:  

 

Tuesday 21st March 9-9.30am 

 

I will also be around if you would like to discuss this matter further. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Miss Hew Ting Yuen 

Head of School 

 

*Following the death of Sir Gerald Kaufman MP, a by-election will be held.  Until then, 

please continue to use the following contact details: 

Nicola Cootes  

House of Commons  

London  

SW1A 0AA  

Telephone: 0207 219 5145 / 0207 219 3000  

Fax: 0207 219 6825  

Advice Line: 0161 248 0073  

Email:  kaufmang@parliament.uk 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/
mailto:kaufmang@parliament.uk

	Manchester schools will receive -£55,365,871 less money.

